
******************************************************************* 

May 6 – Poker Ride & BBQ, Washoe State Park.  9:00 a.m. 
******************************************************************* 

May 10-Board/Membership Meeting, 6:30 p.m.  Potluck.  Carson 
City Fire Department, 2600 College Parkway.  Contact Kelli Lyon, 
629-0865. 
******************************************************************* 

May 19 – Ground Manners 101, conducted by Tony Sumner, 
11225 Silver Lane, Hamilton’s Arena, Stagecoach. 9:00 a.m to 
12:00 p.m.  Equine Citizenship Test—Level 1 will start at 1:00 p.
m.  Brown bag lunch—bring your own chairs.  $15 members/ 
$25 nonmembers/$5 less for under 18. Contact Tony 423-9381. 
******************************************************************* 

Jun 16—Trail Challenge, 11225 Silver Lane, Hamilton’s Arena—
9:00 a.m.    $25 entry fee.  Brown bag lunch.  Brand inspections 
will also be conducted from 9:00 to 12:00.  Contact Tony 423-
9381 or Kelli 629.0865. 
******************************************************************* 

Jun 30—Formation Riding Clinic 101, conducted by Vince Pirozzi, 
11225 Silver Lane, Hamilton’s Arena, Stagecoach—10:00 a.m.  
Limited to 20 riders—prepay to hold your spot.  $15 members/ 
$25 nonmembers/$5 less for under 18.  Brown bag lunch.  Con-
tact Vince 841.3563. 
******************************************************************* 

Jul 12—Board/Membership Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Pizza Factory in 
Silver Springs.  Contact Kelli 629-0865. 
******************************************************************* 

Jul 14—Riding Clinic 101, conducted by Tony Sumner, 11225 Sil-
ver Lane, Hamilton’s Arena, 9:00 a.m.  Limited to 15 riders-
prepay and hold your spot.  $15 members/$25 nonmembers/$5 
less for under 18.  Contact Tony 423-9381 
******************************************************************* 
PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE REGULARLY FOR TIME AND 
DATE CHANGES.  SOMETIMES THINGS CHANGE AND WE 
HAVE TO RESCHEDULE OR CANCEL.  www.hdhorsemen.org  
OR CALL THE CONTACT NUMBER LISTED FOR THE EVENT. 
******************************************************************* 

Upcoming Events 

Upcoming Events 1 

President’s Corner 2 

Classifieds 3 

Poetry by Harold Miller 3, 4 

Baby Corner 3 

Member of the Month 4 

Equine Citizenship Test—Level 1 5 

In Memory of “Gypsy” 5 

3rd Annual Hairy Horse Show 6, 7 

HDH Sponsors 8, 9 

Inside this issue: 

 

                                                                                                                                    

 

Volume 3 Issue 5 
 

May 2007 

Contact Information: 
 

President 
Tony Sumner          423-9381 
      E-mail         sumnera@cccomm.net 
 

Vice President 
Vince Pirozzi           841-3563     
      E-mail         pirozzi143@msn.com 
 

Secretary 
Kelli Lyon                629-0865 
      E-mail         stevanlyon1@juno.com 
 

Treasurer 
Margy Hamilton       629-0807 
      E-mail         mhamilton@pyramid.net 
 

Directors 
Mandy Brinnand      629-9696 
      E-mail         sunstream3@yahoo.com 
 

Herb Fawcett          463-4976 
      E-mail         None 
 
 

Linda Mulkey           629-0817 
      E-mail         llmulkey@yahoo.com 
 

Theresa Panziera           246-4398 
      E-mail         znaper@sbcglobal.net 
 

Webmaster 
Bob Retzer              690-9894 

High Desert Horsemen 
P.O. Box 2263 

Dayton, NV 89403 
hdhorsemen.org 

HD HoofprintsHD Hoofprints 



Page 2 HD Hoof Prints 

President’s Corner 

Riding with Confidence 
 

There have been a number of accidents and near misses in our horse community recently that are 
causing us some concern. All those involved with HDH extend our sympathies, and urge those affected 
and needing help to contact us and see how we can assist. These riders are competent horse riders, 
but ended up in situations that are having large and long term impacts on their lives. Whilst there is no 
absolute fail safe way to protect oneself from every accident, other than not to ride, I would like to 
talk about ways to minimize the risk. Not that these steps would necessarily have protected those 
mentioned, I still firmly believe in the following: 
 

The more extensive the ground work, the less dirt you eat:  One really can’t do enough ground 
work, sensitizing and desensitizing your horse to all kinds of movements, noises and situations. It de-
velops the thinking side of your horse’s brain, and whilst you can’t completely remove the flight in-
stinct, it encourages the horse to think first, react later. It also gives you a chance to pre-flight check 
your horse’s attitude and make sure it is in the participative mood and not the bolting mood. 
 

Do your homework: The only way you and your horse are going to learn the exercises, is to get out 
there and do the work. Its hard, but then it’s a lot easier than nursing an injury for several months. I 
know, I have been there and done that. Learn from my mistakes. 
 

Learn the one-rein stop: Practice a million one rein stops until it is completely automatic for you 
and your horse. As soon as there is the slightest possibility of a wreck, your hand should be reaching 
and pulling your horse’s head around, and disengaging those hindquarters. Of course, you don’t do 
this at speed, that can lay a horse down, at that point you should be looking to go in a large circle and 
slowly wind your horse down in smaller and smaller circles. Look for the warning signals that indicate a 
situation might be coming along. Those signals include, head up, ears flicking back and forth, dancing 
feet and tight back muscles. If that horse’s nose is flipped up beyond the horizontal, watch out. 
 

Know you and your horse’s limitations: Avoid situations that stretch the limits of your experience 
and capabilities. Whilst these will be growing over time, let your confidence catch up until that little 
voice inside gives you the go ahead. If that voice’s volume is increasing, that’s your brain warning your 
body of an impending situation. 
 

Evaluate the product of the training program: There are many good training programs out there, 
but choose one that tends to put horses on the lazy, cold side, and not on the hot, nervous side. Its 
easy to make a horse go, its difficult to take the go out of a horse.  
 

Take control: No one can make you get on a horse, or push you into a situation. Its your hide, your 
bones, and your horse. You’ll know when you are ready.  
 

Get your horse supple: The more supple your horse, the easier it is to control and move around. 
The easier the horse is to control, the safer the ride. Learn how and be able to isolate the five body 
parts.  
 

We at HDH are dedicated to promoting good horsemanship which means safe horsemanship. It dis-
tresses us to no end to see good people being hurt. So, please minimize the risk, and take care out 
there. SAFE and HAPPY Trails. 
 

                                                                                                                  Tony Sumner 
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Classifieds 

FOR SALE:  Synthetic Aus-
tralian Stock Saddle Equiva-
lent to 14" western seat, 
Ralide tree with QH bars. 

V e r y 
l i g h t -
weight. 
W o u l d 
make a 
g o o d 
k i d ' s 
saddle. 

Shows some wear from 
normal use, but is other-
wise in good condition. 
$75.00 Call Aimee at 423-
9381 for more info. 
 
 

FOR SALE:  MISSOURI 
FOX TROTTER - Handsome 
and classy. Registered gray 
11 year old, as of May 5, 
ge ld ing--16.3  hands , 
stretches/parks out for 
mounting, loads and 
unloads without being lead 
into or out of trailer, 
ground ties, side passes 
and works gates, has been 
used for trail riding and 
pointing dog field trial ac-
tivities--Guaranteed sound, 
$4,500--Contact Jerry Fal-
kenstein, 775-463-1010, 
4:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Can 
see photos of the horse on 
www.nnghc.com website, 
Photo Gallery and www.
equestriansingles.com web-
site in the highdesertman. 

Running A Ranch 
Harold Roy Miller 

 

”What’s it take to run a ranch?” the lady asked the cowboy. 

”It seems to me a lot of work with very little joy.” 

With thoughtful eyes, the rancher stared at the lady for a while, 

then said, “I'll tell you what you need to know.” and flashed her a big smile. 
 

”First off, you must obtain some land where you can raise some stock, 

with a cozy house and a ten-stall barn that will keep you forever in hock. 

You'll also need to buy some cattle and a cutting horse or two, 

and work from morning dawn to setting sun since you can't afford a crew. 
 

”You’ll definitely need a tractor, a necessity you must have, 

and corrals that can hold in a mama cow when its time for her to calve. 

You must prepare for the winter months by laying in tons of hay, 

and you have to be tough to work in the weather day after tiring day. 
 

”Roundups and brandings and a million other chores take up all of your time 
and your clothes will either be cloaked in dust or covered in manure and grime. 

Forget about ever having a day off because ranchin is twenty four/seven. 
You'll have to do a lot of hellish-type jobs to preserve your little piece of heaven. 

 

”That’s just the basics of running a ranch,” the cowboy elaborated, 

as romantic notions flew away and her interest quickly faded. 

”But the most important thing of all to help you run a spread, 
is to get you a spouse who will do all these chores while you lay up in the bed!” 

This cute miniature is a new arrival at Juliet and John Deines’ home.  Juliet 
says “His barn name is Malcolm, born on 3/14. He was about 21" tall. I 
think he is somewhere between a dark buckskin and a dun. I'll have to wait 
awhile to see. Mom had an easy time, and is already grateful when I take 
him away for his training sessions. Sometimes I think Malcolm would rather 
trade his mom in for the big boys, they are just so much more fun to play 
with! Even Alex is loads of fun. John and I are so happy to be parents 
again....., and finally get some sleep. “ 

Baby Corner 
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Member of the Month Show Horse 
 Harold Roy Miller  

 

I went to buy a mare that I had plans to show,  
from a breeder up near the Oregon border.  
The asking price for her was ridiculously low,  
so I figured I could afford her.  
 

Her appearance was not exactly comely to see  
and her personality did not shine.  
In fact, she looked more like a broomtail bronc to me 
than an award-winning type equine.  
 

Nor did she seem to have a lick of show sense,  
and no trace of a fancy show walk.  
She acted kind of lethargic and dense,  
but hey, who was I to talk?  
 

I knew everything that glitters is not gold  
and horse buying is like judging covers on books.  
Appearance ain't everything and if the truth be told,  
you can sure be deceived by looks. 
 

"How many blue ribbons has this horse won?"  
I asked in a questioning tone.  
The seller nervously said "Well, so far, none.  
Reason is, she's never been shown."  
 

I asked why he advertised her as a show horse then,  
if she'd never set foot in the ring.  
"Because," he answered with a sheepish grin,  
I have to show this nag how to do everything."  

A native Nevadan, I was born in Yerington.  I 
grew up in Reno and served a stint in the 
Army. 
 
After my second divorce, my son and I lived 
in Reno and I worked in Harrah’s as a dealer. 
 
My mid-life semi-crisis moved me back to yer-
ington and with the help of a childhood 
friend, Betty Murray, I got into horses and 
driving. 
 
I am now retired and my son lives and works 
as a mechanic in Reno. 
 
Herb serves as a Director of HDH.   
 

Happy Birthday  
  

Dawn Rosenberg—May 1 

Willis Lamm—May 1 

Albert Aikins—May 4 

Jim Hamilton—May 6 

Teresa Cash—May 8 

Margy Hamilton—May 19 

Nancy Davis—May 21 

Cindy Rogers—May 24 

John Deines—May 24 

Juliet Deines—May 27 

Catrina O’Connor—May 28 

 

New HDH Sponsor 
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This is the test that will be con-
ducted once again on   

May 19, 2007 
 

Equine Citizenship Test 
Level I 

 

Section A - Ground Manners 
Disengage Hindquarters 
Backup 
Disengage Forequarters 
Lunge Stage 1 Left 
Sidepass against fence 
 

Section B - Desensitized 
Throw rope over back - Left 
                                     - Right 
Handi-stick - Slap ground 
- Helicopter 
- Flag 
Tarp over horse's back 
 

Section C - Handling 
Pickup Feet 
Lead 
Clippers 
Trailer Loading 
 

Section D - Under Saddle 
Walk on Loose Rein 
Trot on a Loose Rein 
Disengage Hindquarters 
Backup 
One Rein Stop from a trot 

OR 
Section D - In Harness 
Walk on Loose Rein 
Trot on a Loose Rein 
Stop 
90 degree turn 
Reverse  

In Memory of "Gypsy" 
 

I lost my beloved mare 
Gypsy Heart Bar on April 
15th.  She had to be eutha-
nized due to what the veteri-
narian diagnosed as a mas-
sive stroke. 
 

Gypsy was born in Oklahoma 
where she spent the first 10 
years of her life competing in 
roping and barrel racing.  
She was a granddaughter of 
Doc's Prescription and Poco 
Pine.  Eventually she made 
her way to California where I 
purchased her.   

1985-2007 

She was hot and hard 
to handle at first.  
(On occasion I found 
it necessary to in-
dulge in a stiff drink 
before mounting 
her!)   
 

After some ground-
work and learning the 
one-rein stop, she 
became an incredibly 
quiet and reliable 
horse.   

An excellent trail 
horse, she also com-
peted in a few trail 
classes and trail trials 
during her life.  She 
never let me down. 
 

I feel blessed to have 
owned her.  I will be 
forever grateful for all 
the good times we 
shared.   
 

A special “Thank you” 
to all the HDH mem-
bers who have so 
kindly expressed their 
condolences. 
 

Aimee Sumner 
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3rd Annual Hairy Horse Schooling Show—April 21, 2007 

News Briefs 

Joanie Soboleski is home from the hospital.  She will be recuperating for the next three months.  Joanie 
would love to have company and / or assistance.  If you can help her with chores, shopping, or just moral 
support, please give her a call at 629-9043. 
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3rd Annual Hairy Horse Schooling Show—April 21, 2007 
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Dayton Valley Ranch SupplyDayton Valley Ranch SupplyDayton Valley Ranch Supply 

52 Frontage Road 
Dayton, NV 89403  

(775) 246(775) 246--30673067 

Reno, NV                www.wildstitchery@hughes.net 
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HDH Sponsors 

    

  Expressions Family SalonExpressions Family SalonExpressions Family Salon   

  Cuts                         Hairstyling 
  Perms                       Waxing 
 “Color Weaving”            “Beauty Supplies” 

               “Hair Extensions” 
 

1801 Hwy 50 E. Suite L 
Carson City, NV 89701 

 

775-882-0550 
 

Julie Bean          By Appointment Tues—Sat 




