
High Desert Horsemen 
Membership Application 

Date  
 

APPLICANT INFORMATION 
Name: Month & Day of Birth 

Form updated Nov 5, 2023 

Address:  City: State: Zip: O.K. to publish? 
Y N 

Home Phone:  O.K. to publish? Y N Cell Phone: O.K. to publish?  Y N 

E-mail Address:  O.K. to publish? Y N 

SPOUSE/DOMESTIC PARTNER INFORMATION (If Family 
Membership) 

Name: Month & Day of Birth   

E-mail Address:  O.K. to publish? Y N Cell Phone: O.K. to publish? Y N 

Signature of Spouse/Domestic Partner (only if Family Membership) Date: 

CHILD/CHILDREN INFORMATION (If Family Membership) 
Name: DOB: Relationship: 

Name: DOB: Relationship: 

I hereby grant permission for my minor child/children, named above, to participate in HDH activities: 
Signed: 

Date: 

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 
Name: Phone: Relationship: 

Name: Phone: Relationship: 

I hereby apply for membership in High Desert Horsemen and agree to abide by the policies, procedures and 
By-Laws adopted by HDH. 
Signed: 

Date: 

HTAP REGISTRATION 

If joining HTAP, please fill out the following (see HTAP program information on page 4): 

Rider/Drivers Name________________________________________Equine Name____________________ 

Breed________________ Age of equine________ Sex of Equine________ 

Additional Rider/Drivers Name_____________________________________  If Junior, please list age____________ 

Equine Name________________________ Breed________________ Age of equine________ Sex of Equine ________ 

 

MEMBERSHIP/REGISTRATION FEES & ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Individual Membership ($25.00)           $__________ Family Membership ($35.00)        $________ 
Applicant, Spouse/domestic partner & any minor children living in 
the same household) Associate Membership ($35.00)           $__________ 

HTAP Registration (optional) ($20.00)  $__________ HHTAP Addtl. Horse ($15.00 per additional horse)     $_________  

              TOTAL $___________         Paid by:  Cash_______             Check_______          Ck #___________  

I am willing to help out at: Shows Club Rides Clinics Tack Sales 

Other (Please specify): 

 Do you own horses, mules, donkeys? If so, how many and breed?  

Will you sponsor an event? Yes No Will you work on a committee? Yes No 

What activities would you like to see HDH to sponsor? 

Mail form and payment to: 
High Desert Horsemen 
3230 Cartwright Rd 
Reno, NV 89521 



High Desert Horsemen Release Contract 
P.O. Box 2263 

Dayton, NV 89403 
 
 

This is a contract entered into this ______ day of _____________20_____ by and between (your name) 
 , who resides at (address)   
 , hereinafter referred to as “I” or “User” and High Desert Horsemen (HDH) its officers and 
directors. This contract covers all activities and occurrences sponsored by HDH or connected in any way with HDH, use 
of animals, and/or equipment owned by any persons connected in any way to HDH, as well as for any other cause arising 
out of any activity associated with HDH. 

SECTION A: For the mutual consideration of the parties hereto, it is hereby agreed to as follows: 

1. I agree to assume all risks, liability, damage to and loss of property for any cause whatsoever arising out of 
participation HDH activities. 

2. The User, parent or guardian understands that upon taking up the reins or lead rope the User is in primary control 
of the horse and that HDH is not responsible for the results of the User’s actions or in-actions. The User further 
agrees to not abuse, misuse or deliberately agitate the horse as these actions may result in increased risk to 
himself and others. 

3. The User has been advised that he/she should wear an approved helmet (helmet use is mandatory for 17 and 
younger) so as to prevent horse related injuries. 

4. LIABILITY RELEASE: I understand that I am responsible for bodily injury or property damage which I or my 
child or legal ward should sustain while participation in HDH activities. I hereby, for myself, my heirs, 
administrators and assigns release and discharge, HDH or any and all claims, demands, actions and causes of 
action for such injuries sustained to my person, or that or my child or legal charge and/or property. 

5. That the User is currently covered by accident-medical insurance. The name of the insurance company is                  
 __________________. That the User further understands that should medical emergency treatment 
be required, the current insurance information here listed will be provided to attending clinic or hospital to cover 
payment of incurred bills. 

6. The User agrees to hold harmless and indemnify HDH against any injury, damage to personal property, or any 
other loss sustained by the User and by or to relatives, children, guests, handlers and any and all other persons 
participating in HDH activities. 

7. The User shall be responsible for any and all damage to horses or personal property of others arising out of his/ 
her participation in HDH activities. 

8. That this contract is entered into in the state of Nevada and will be interpreted and enforced under the laws of 
that state. 

9. Upon the signing of this contract, User acknowledges that he/she has read and agrees to be bound to HDH’s rules 
which are incorporated herein by this reference. 

10. The User agrees to leave the Area immediately, if HDH, or agents for same determine that the activities being 
undertaken by the User may prove harmful to the User or others for any reason. 

11. The User, Parent or Guardian has read and signed the “Horse Related Activities” Warning. 

12. The User acknowledges this Contract incorporates Attachment A “Liability Release for Specific Events” as part 
of this Contract. 

 
Section B – Horse Related Activities Come with this WARNING: 
 
1. I am hereby advised to purchase and wear a well-fitted helmet, hardhat or similar protective head gear fastened 

securely under the chin, while working around or riding horses, to prevent injuries. 
 

2. I am hereby advised to always wear hard-soled, fully enclosed shoes or boots and socks to protect feet, and long 
pants to protect legs while working around or riding horses. 



3. While domesticated, well-trained horses are usually obedient, docile and affectionate, it is important to 
understand that their survival instincts are what has allowed the horse to survive from prehistoric time to the 
present day. 

 
4. I am advised that horses are unpredictable by nature, with minds of their own, as are all animals both domestic 

and wild. The horse is often somewhat high strung or nervous by nature. Horses are extremely strong and 
powerful physically. Horses are extremely heavy – weighing from 600 to 1,300 pounds on the average. These 
characteristics deserve a human being’s utmost respect. 

 
5. I am advised that when a horse is frightened, angry, under stress or feels threatened it is his instinct to jump 

forward or sideways, to run away from danger at a trot or gallop of speeds up to 35 miles per hour. 
 

6. I am advised that if a horse is frightened or feels threatened from behind, it may kick straight back, sideways in 
either direction, or even forward with either of its hind legs with tremendous force. 

 
7. I am advised that if a horse is frightened or feels threatened from above it or on its back, it may hunch its back 

and buck in a way that could throw a rider to the ground with tremendous force. A fall from a horse will usually 
be from a height of 3 to 6 feet. 

 
8. I am advised that if a horse is frightened or feels threatened from the front, it may naturally react by rearing up 

with its front legs, strike with one or both front legs, bite with its teeth, throw its head up or from side to side, or 
turn directly over whatever it fears in front of it. 

 
9. I am advised that a human must always approach a horse calmly and quietly and cautiously, preferably from near 

its shoulder or lower neck, talking soothingly to it. 
 

10. I am advised that loud and/or sudden unexpected movements, dropping of objects near a horse, approaching 
vehicles or animals or people, ill-fitting equipment or physical pain can provoke a domesticated horse to react 
according to his natural protective instincts. 

 
11. I am advised that the first signs of anger or fear in a horse are the sudden tensing of the muscles of the body, 

possibly laying its ears flat back against its head or quickly tossing or raising its head, or sudden snorting through 
the nostrils accompanying at least one other warning sign. 

 
12. I have been advised that a horse can see independently with each eye, actually looking in one direction with one 

eye and in another direction with the other eye. The direction the ear is pointing is usually a hint about what the 
horse is concentrating on at that moment. 

 

13. I have been advised that a horse has two blind areas around it that it cannot see. It cannot see directly behind it, 
or what it is eating. That is the reason it is best to approach a horse close to the shoulder, and never to surprise a 
horse from the rear, or to reach first for the horse’s mouth. 

 
14. I have been advised that while a horse is a very sure-footed by nature, it may accidentally step on an object such 

as a human foot, when it is balancing itself or turning about. Also, if the horse is ridden or worked on unstable 
ground or slippery grass or footing it could fall down injuring a rider or handler. 

 
List below any details of allergies, ailments or handicap a User may have, and of which HDH should 
be aware. 

 

 
 

 
 

I have read and understand SECTION A & B of the Release Contract.  Initial Here  

Authorized Representative of High Desert Horsemen:    

 



HIGH DESERT HORSEMEN (HDH) 
HAPPY TRAILS AWARDS PROGRAM (HTAP) 

 

1. This is an optional program of High Desert Horsemen. You must be a member of High Desert Horsemen (HDH) and have 
signed the HDH contract release of liability to be eligible and participate.  

2. All horses, ponies, donkeys, and mules (all breeds thereof) are eligible for this program. Riders and/or drivers are both 
eligible for this program. 

3. Adult Registration (Registration fees are in addition to the HDH membership dues) 
Person/equine combination (eligible to earn an award for each combination registered) 
1. A yearly registration fee of $20.00 per equine rider/driver combination is due prior to first ride/drive. A 

person may ride or drive the same animal under one registration. 
2. Additional combinations are $15.00. 

 
4. Junior Registration 

a. Juniors (age 17 and under) - a yearly registration fee of $20.00 prior to first ride. 
b. Juniors may ride/drive different equines at no additional cost.’ 
c. ** All Juniors must wear a helmet on HDH rides ** 

5. Only the hours ridden/driven on Happy Trail Award Program “HTAP” and HDH events will be recognized for award 
purposes. For each event that hours are accrued there will be a signup sheet, and there will be a $5.00 charge for HDH 
members who are registered in HTAP. HDH members who chose to ride but are not registered in HTAP will not pay any 
fees. Fees are to be paid the day of the event. No one will be allowed to ride unless he/she is a member of HDH (due to 
insurance restrictions) unless ride is on public property. 

6. Recognized hours will carry forward to the next year as long as the rider/driver registers in the program each year, and is a 
member in good standing with HDH. 

7. Adult Awards 
a. Awards will be given according to the total hours ridden/driven of every adult combination at the end of each year in the 

levels listed below. Hours will accrue each year as long as the adult combination is registered with HTAP and the 
rider/driver is a member of HDH in good standing. 

b. Each rider/driver must sign-in on the day of the event to ensure their hours are recorded. 

8. Junior Awards 
a. Junior hours will accrue on the rider/driver only, allowing the use of different equines (equines do not need to be 

registered with HTAP). 
b. Award levels will be one-half the adult levels with the awards being the same. 

 
AWARD LEVELS 

 

LEVEL ADULT JUNIOR AWARD 
Level 1 Less than 3 Rides Less than 3 Rides Certificate 
Level 2 12 Hours or less (Minimum 

of 3 Rides) 
6 Hours or less 
(Minimum of 3 Rides) 

Bronze Medallion 

Level 3 13 to 24 hours 7 to 12 hours Silver Medallion 
Level 4 25 to 40 hours 13 To 20 hours Gold Medallion 
Level 5 41 hours and over 21 hours and over Plaque w/plate 
Level 6 Each year thereafter Each year thereafter Additional Plate 
Level 7 100 hours 50 hours Headstall or conchos 
Level 8 150 hours 75 hours Saddle Pad 
Level 9 200 hours 100 hours Spurs 
Level 10 250 hours 125 hours Director’s Chair 

Levels 2 through 10 and Individual will also receive a certificate. 
 
I have registered for the optional HTAP Awards Program and have read and understand the HTAP program rules on this page 
 
Initial Here________ 
 
Parental Signature required for Junior Members __________________________________________________Date______________ 

Authorized Representative of High Desert Horsemen:    



SIGNATURE PAGE 
I, the undersigned, being of legal age and of sound mind, and not being under the influence of alcohol, drugs or intoxicants, have 
read and understand the foregoing contract and release in SECTION A & B. I also acknowledge a copy receipt of this contract 
(if I request one). 

 
I attest I am of legal age and not under guardianship  
 

           _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

User Signature:                                                                         Print Name        Date 
         
        _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
          Signature of SPOUSE (if family membership)                          Print Name                                                              Date  

Full Address, City, ST/Zip _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

         
        Home Phone________________________ Cell Phone_________________________Email______________________________ 

 

 
I, ______________________________________as the guardian or parent also consent for the minors listed below (if 
family membership):   
 
1.    Age  

 

2.    Age  
 
            ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of PARENT or GUARDIAN                                   Print Name                                      Date 
 

 
Photo Release 
I consent to and authorize the use of and reproduction by HDH of any and all photographs or other audio-visual materials taken 
of me and or children under my guardianship for promotional material, education activities, exhibitions or for any other use for 
the benefit of the program. 

 
Date: Signature   

 

Date: Signature   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
       

Please write out the following statement on the lines below “I have read and do understand the above 
warnings concerning protective attire and the nature and physical character of the horse.” 

 
Write out statement here: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Second Adult (if family membership) Write out statement here: _____________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signed (User) Date   
 
Signed (Second Adult) Date   
 

 



 
 


